“Tough Little Specimens of the light-weight order:”
The Establishment of Lightweight Prize-Fighting in the
United States during the 1850s

Hunter M. Claypatch

Email address: hclaypal@binghamton.edu

2016

Abstract: Thel850s were a pivotal decade for lightweight pffighting in the United States. Recorafs
these athletes originate from contemporary newspaper publicatioaad primary source documents
These publications, partitarly the New York Clipper, reveal a great deal abowtultural sentiments
towards this popular, yet, illegal sport. In this artitlatilizethese documentso argue thatathletes such

as Patrick Brannigan, James Hart, John Monagirarley Lyncha n d
foundation forAmericanlightweight prizefighting in subsequent decade$he careers, and lives, of these

“Young’

athletes have seldom, or nevdreen discussedince the time they were active in the prigeg.
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Research objectives and source materials

While publicationsdiscussinghe history
of boxinghave been in cirdation for over two
centuries, this article is the firsb establishthe
originsof lightweight prizefightersin the United
States. Nat Fleischementionedsome of these
athletes in hisRing Record Book, however the
information presented is cursory, and, at times,
incorrect! My research expandsand corrects
previous sources by accurately recording
events—both of prizering contests andaspects
of theseathletes' daily lives. | elected not to
discuss details dfondon Prize Ring Rulased
during this time, as Ibelieve these ruleshave
been adequately discussed iseveral earlier
publications?

As a research lgective, | focus on
synthesizingprimary source documents, and
limit personal commentary Asthe first article
on this topig | feel personalcommentary could
bias future scholarship. A great deal ofthis
ar t i crifoeaton comes from early
publications of theNew York Clipper—many of
which have been digitized by the IllisdDigital
Newspaper Collectiorsnd should be seen as an

invaluable resource to scholars of mid
nineteenth century American sporftNewspaper
articles made accessild by Harry Shaffer
complemented the Clipper collection While
S h a f ‘tlippings are valuable additionsome
sourcedackproveniencedetails,such as original
newspaper page numbers. Resces were also
acquired fromthe New York Public Library
microfilm collection through accessing online
databases, andfrom articles housed at the
International Boxing Hall of Fame. also
explored census records froboth sides of the
Atlantic Ocean county death ledgers, and have
had personal correspondencwith a distant
relativeof * Young'
include sources written afteanat hl et e’

While wutilizing,
acknowledgethe weight classesemployed in
modern boxing were notextant in the mid
nineteenth century. Instead, athletes would
agreeupon apredetermined'setweight, '’
would be validatedefore the contest to ensure
agreement loyalty For the purpose ofhis
article, I d e s i gathketese
weighing 135 pounds or lessthe weight
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recognized byall modern boxing organizations

I n short, t he term ‘
understood as a title frequently used by
contemporary sources tdescribesmaller prize
fighters,rather than a mandated weight class.

Historical background

Organized prizdighting in the United
States had occurred since the 1700Bsweverit
was not untilthe 1849 contest between Tom
Hyer and Yarde Sullivanthat documentation
for the sportgreaty escalated A statement in
the New York Evening Mirror that same year
provides an interestirg perspective of mid
nineteenth-century American prizéighting
“the | aws forbid prize
mawkish twaddle which we daily see the
news pape ars inclined to believe from
other manifestations, that public feeling is
decidedly favorable to the fight.There are
certainly much worse vices tolerated and
encouraged by sociedty
Prizefightingwas illegalput bythe early B50s,
many labor workers founthat thes p o profit s
and prestige outweighed legaiamifications*
Regulay, victorious fighters made fifty dollars
or more—some fifty times the average daily
wage for a norskilled labore? 1 n t he
growing popularity,New Yorkemerged as the
capital of pizefighting, but Irish immigrans in
Boston rapitly cultivated contestsin New
England® By the late 1850s, priziights
frequently occurred as far north as southern
Ontario, as far south as Loigiea, and as far west
as Ohio.

Taverns had emerged asmportant
centersfor developing American sports since the
colonial era, and, as historian Elliott Gorn
asserts the success ogarly prizefighting was
fostered ky means of an oral culture in such
establishments. Over a drinkaleonsprovided
patrons the opportunity to discuss prizeng
affairs to organize future events, and, at times,
offered venuegor sparring exhibitionslt is little
wonder whyprizefighters themselvesopened
taverns—they placed themselve$at the center
of an informal, communitypased netvork of
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prize ring activities ” whil e ahso

| subsidizedncome’ be

Frank Queen, founder dfhe New York
Clipper, arguedprizefighting increased physical
health andprovided a favorable alternative to
less agreeabléorms ofviolence. From the very
first publication, the Clipper documented the
daily whereabouts of prizéighters, upconmg
contests, and challenges.In a literal sense,
Queen took local saloon bantering and
disseminated it to avider audience in printHis
publication also solidified contemporary
pugilists' place within a lineage dating back to
the early 1700s by regularhprinting excerpts
from Pi erBaxiena: Ep ag Wc'zrkingt
menintouchwi h a
1850s several newspapersfollowed suit—
coveringadvancements of the spowtith varying
degrees of favoritism These publications
establishedhe legacie®f earlyAmerican prize
fightersand provide access intaesearchinghe
origins of thefirst American lightweights.

The first American lightweight prize-fighters

Patrick Timony'  The
American Fistiana did much to enhance the
legacy of heavier athletes—such as Yankee
Sullivarand Thomas Hyehpowever no American
lightweights are recorded unt i |
establishmentof the New York Clipper. By
contrast, documentation of small&nglishprize
fighters had been thoroughly recordedince
Pierce B a n 1812 printig of Boxiana.
Interestingly, Johnny Walke (18191888) who
had claimed the Lightweight Championship of
England in 1842eft for the United States after
a contest with Tom Lane in February 1848.
During this time, B opened a saloon in
Philadelphiawith his younger brother Alfred
Walker, and remaineth the cityuntil his return
to England in July 1853.While inthe United
States, Walker likely partook in sparrirg
exhibitions, but nevein a formal prizdight.

The earliest documented lightweight
contedisthe‘Cent r e
victoryinNew Yor k over
1853. Thel20 pound ‘Novicé immediately

Queen

Ma r KxadundNo v i

“Big Ji

pro

f

g | o®rBy theunsid p ast . "

1849

ce’
m


mailto:hclaypa1@binghamton.edu

challenged anyone at his respective weight,
however his alias is subsequently not
mentioned Other lightweights can be found
within pages ofthe Clipper during 18%/4:
Dubl i n’ s ,'Sbgdail(whe dejeated one
“Young R d\lliam Yaoal( alnida s :
Y o u +ho ) appears to have primarily
engaged in sparring exhibitiods. While the
above athletes gained nmaentary recogition in
sporting circlesandthe pages of th&lipper, the
alias* Scotty of B the fird toy n’
assert longevity

Patrick Brannigan afias ‘' Scotty
Brookl yn'), born in, 18
stood 5 feet 4 % inches and weagh
approximately 125 pounds. It is unclear when
he traveledto the United States, but by 1854 he
had gained a repation as a teenage prize
fighter. The 1860 census recordedScottish
born, twentyfour year old, Patrick Brannigan
living as a plasterer in the Tentlard in
Brooklyn with his parest—Peter and Mary
Brannigan? If this is the same Brannigan, it
would indicate he likely resided with higamily
during the entirety of his prizéghting career.

In April 1854 Branniga sparred at
GrandStreet Hall in New YokBitybefore issuing
an unanswered challenge to fight Patrick
Keirnan®®* He partook inexhibitions for most of
18541 but on December 6 pled guilty to
manslaughter for killing aman who had
aggravated hinseveral nonths erlier. He was
sentenced to termonths imprisonment, and his
name does not appeain the prizering until
1856  Following his release, ararticle
publishedin the Brooklyn Daily Eagle branded
Brannigan as a reproachful citizeéfThis Scotty
united the characters of thief, ruffian and
general nuisance. The authorities ought to
exterminate these v%r mi

Meanwhile James Hart( al i as
J i myapd JohnVlonaghan’ solidified Boston
as a center for New Englandprizefighting.
James Hart,b or n “MayftiiMyde,Har
Cheshire, England in 183%istood 5 feet 5 inches
and weighed approximately 130 poundg/hile
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Hart appears to havdraveled to the United
States prior to the 1851 censusis document
recordsthe family of Michael and Bridget Hart,
likely the parents of the prizéghter, living in
Hyde with fivechildren!® H a r first appearance
i1 ethre rpyzering occurredin New Orleanson
January9, 1855 against John KellyHart won
$500 for defeating his oppoent in thirty-nine
rounds/fifty-five minutes. He settled in Bosto
shortly after the contestand opened a saloaat
210 Bartla Sireef® His soonto-be rival, John
Monaghan,was born in Liverpool, England in
1863(?. Standing feet 4 % inches, hisormal

dyweight roximately the sa S
3bli|%rt. I\I/Io?{agr?agarﬁlfé}%c @?& thwrrgté%d%?atzsa nd
around 1853/4 but details of his early life
remain obscuré! The 1855 issue ofmerican
Fistiana recorded he hadresidedin New York
prior to moving to Bosin.

After several months ofpreparation,
Hart and Monghanmet for a purse o300 on
December 18, 1855 ne ar “lsl and
Canada. The contesirew some two hundred
spectators from throughout the northeasfThe
two menand theirtrainersventuredto the site
location on December 15, and remained at
Green Mountain House untilhe day of the
event. After a twentymile journey, a suitable
location for the contestwas found—near a
home, where the residents permitted the
athletesaccess tavarmth prior o commencing
the event. The weather was extremely frigid,
and the ground wasleemedtoo frozen to level
after the ring was pitchedBothfightersentered
the ringat approximatelyeleveno * ¢ P20 ¢ k .

Round one began withart delivering a
solid shotto Monag h a n ’'ebead+doawing
first blood. Monghan countered with an attack
t o Hart' s ribs and nose
oppoaent. Hdrtanjuredvios thdnid the sedorsd. ”
rIE)Lilng while throwing Monaghan, and his
compromisedappendagaultimately determined
the outcome of the contest In round ten
Monaghan received a blow to the cheek, which
the Clipper recordedto bethe hardestreceived
in the fight. Despite his injury, Hart held a slight
advantage but this, coupled with the freezing

Pon
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December air, rapidly éausted his will to fight Such garring exhibitions became a
Both @ncludedthe forty-fourth round byfalling means for prizdighters to perfect their crafand
together, and afteMonaghan promptlyroseto gain public admiration.On April 28, a benefit
begin round fortyfive, Hart left his corner was held at the National Varieties HallBoston.
exclaiming® |  'wto.n” He went ofwaftJamesdHattssh askt spadredmntths third
Monaghan’'s hand, andalj he of @ghtncgraestsyamds weoeffollowedi by an
thrown into the ring after fiftyone minutes of exhibition between Hart, himselfand Patrick
fighting. 22 Brannigar—who had recently resurfacedHart

returned to the stage in théinal contes to spar
with Ed Price. In an appeal to the crowd, Price
mocked beindknoded outby his opponent On
May 1, a benefit was held fofYoung Barney
Aaron at Franklin Hall in Philadelphia. That
evening Aaron sparred with Dan Smith (alias
“Young )BrdodMaygl®, the two men
sparred again-this time at the Pocahontas
Gymnasium and Sparring 6Glu That same
evening Hart sparred with James Lafferty, and
Brannigan against Young Colbert at the National
With the close of 1855we first find the Varieties Hall in Bostofi.
o BRI LN g g AU e o aeay fred iy
contemporary and modern sources generally sparrlngexhlbltlons,I_S arney A_ar on-s b
recordAarori s lon July2h, 1836 atDu k e ’ s ehncounterwa? ﬁga'?]st Johnny Robmscamlld
Place, Aldgate, Londpnhowever personal ;elgé?oe?f@ é irei e“?gfgfpﬁfaagto[?;mé onent
correspondence with one of thédaron family b;)rn i1 Manchester E'n landround 1835 and P
decedents, BillTeschek, yielded osus records . » =NY
which suggeshis birth was inJune 1833 in St. had sattled n New Yorkvhere he opened bag

Botolph's, L o n d'@brahamh d e rStrﬁeet rlrrllc al Mulesfﬁrmﬁghl?zo? t
Hsfather, "the original/ Q%%Ihﬂ%%fi r¥d b @
severalchildren with his wife Phoebe Leand oarded avesselshortly after midnightan
had gained a reputation for being one of the best arrived at the |slanchpprOX|matertwo hou_rs
English Lightweights of the 1828s.‘ ofun g later. Aaronwon thecoin toss for corner section,

H 29
Barneyand his brothersdoubtlesswere raised but odds favored Bbinson

Frustrated by the loss, Hart immediately
challenged Monghan to a return cotest. The
latter wished towait only six weeks for a return
match, but the injured Hartpleaded for six
monthsto recover In Januay 1856 Hart was
challenged byJohn Roberts, but the challenge
was not accepted* His challenger, Roberts,
engaged in severaparring ehibitions during
the mid1850s—including several againstar t ' s
occasional training partnedanes Lafferty?®

with stories of their fathes career, andthis Aaronwas thrownin the opening round
legacyinfluencedmany of them tofigure in the but thereafter dominated the contestfelling
prize ring The young lightweight Barney, Robinson nearly every rourfd An account

honored his fatherby adopting s alias‘ T h e published in theNew York Times recordedthe
St ar of Hd eas dmalkert thah his fight as anunscientific affair, with both men
father—standing5 feet 5 inches, and weighing covered incuts and bruises. Thenfavorable

approximately 120 pounds. Father and son Times article concludes Thé police, we

traveled to the United States in the midB50s, understand, are determined to arrest the

and o April 22, 1856, in Philadelphia, Aaron blackguards engaged in this affair. We hope they
sparred Dan Dougherty in first recorded will do © . " Cont Tinges accountp t he

exhibition?’ TheClipper s account of Amehcen Fistiahagof A86 documentedthe

Barney Aaron’s presenceewnitas t“hae rlenmatrekda b$ tyrertf é sre  f i
contradicts many publicains stating he passed showed admirables ci ence. ” -oneAft er €
away in 1850. rounds/135 minutes Aaron emerged victorious
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and obtained the $100 purseMembers of the lightweight®” Unfortunately, no lithograph of
Thirteenth Ward policereceived wordof the Hart has been locatednor has anyendition of

contest, but wereunsuccessfuln intercepting Monaghan, Brannigan, or nmmg others
the boatwhichbrought the parties back to New mentioned within this article.

York City?*

Unlike many of his esdemporaries, John
John Monaghan, who had remained Monaghan rarely utilized the pages of the

elusive for the first months of 185@jnally Clipper to issue challenges to his opponents
agreed upora return contest with James Hart Consequentlydocumentation ohis life remains
Shortly after, he was recorded in a sparring obscure. In August 1856James Hrt and his
exhibition with Patrick Brannigan James acquaintance James Lafferty called upon
Lafferty, Har t 'asd fdlowa i n Monaghanpfer a thirdecontest while the latter
lightweight, had sighed to meet BarneFord for was in New Yotk Lafferty, himself, then
a contest in July. BotiHart and Lafferty challengedVonaghanshortly dter sparring dhn
commenced training under the supervision of Roberts and *‘ hubhtee disteeete doni a
Bill Regari? Lafferty met Ford oduly15, 1856 prizefighter did not accept Whilein New York,
in Rhode Islandand theformer commandedhe Monaghandid, however, spawith Barney Aaron
contest—scoring first blood in the opening and had begunmaking preparationdo battle
round, and winningafter thirty-five rounds33 Charley Lyncln the middle of September, but

o 28
OnJuly 19,myfourdaysaf t er L af fthgsleqe%;/otlagom, too, fell through:

victory over Fordavery small crowd on an island The Kelly/Lynch tragedy of 1856
near Bevesl, Massachusetts witnessed the
secondcontest between Monaghan and Hart
Hart, presenting bl ack ‘
approximatelyl30 pound, while his opponent,
weighing some three pounds lesdjsplayed
white and green. Monghanobtainedthe first
knockdown in the opening round, but violated
the rules in subsequent rounds by falliagleast

two times without receiving a blow The final
time, occurring in the tenth round, resulted in his
disqualifcation. Hart received a purse of $300
for winning thefifteen minute contest*

Charley Lynch, boraround 1831 iNew
Yak, stood5 feet 3 % inches, and weighed
approximately 115 pounds. In eafl§56, hehad
a drunkenaffray with Jack Montgomerwhere
he receiveda severecut on his neckirom a
cheeseknife. Ironically, after recovering, Lynch
and Montgpmery became close friends, and,
shortly after,the former opened his own salogn
“ B a n d onoWadler-Street. The New York
Times deridedhis establishmentasa r esor t f o
the vicious oboth sexes, and the sourcémuch
annoyance to the police "By early 1856 Lynch

For the next several monthsHart had emerged victdous in three prize fightsin
prioritized his business as a@aloorkeeper In South Carolinand New York3® On May 8, he
October 1856, he moved the locatida 57/59 knocked out William Toal in the nineteenth
EIm Street in Bosternamingit “ Sp or t s maround of a gloved contest ahe Spor t sman’ s
Ha | A .DécembeClipper article praised Hart Hall. That same montlhe sparred with Charle
for hishop i t al i t y: “To st r ailHomes atthe Shakespeare Hatfid,in Junghe s

affable and courteous as he is to old and William Toal were challenged by a man
acquaintances, and who ever calls upon him is namedBradyfor a prizefight at 112 pounds®

sure to be made we lI* o me¢Lynch howeverreportedto the Clipper that as

Hissaloon wasnovedagainaround May 18574 soon ashe answer ed Brady’ s c ha
thistimetoNo.2Peopl e’ s Feamey ulatterbecame “as do*ile as a k
“The Strandg®mHast Ret peaul ar, i

ty ,
: ; . L'y n’c h ’'adversary AndyKelly was
mt_:rgased, andthe C/'pper. advertised  the born in Englandround 1834 andarrived inthe
printing of a full-length lithograph of the

United Statesn the early 1850sHe stoodb feet
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5inches and was thiroften weighing less than severe Dblows to Lybotch’ s h
110 pounds He had figured in numerous slipped to the ground, laughing. Rbe firstfour
exhibitions,includng one with Barney Aaron on dozen rounds th contest was very closeub
August 19, 1856 at Chelsea Manor House. oddsweres | i ght | y ibyrouKddiftyl vy’ s f a
According to theNew York Times, Kelly was five. By the end of the senty-seventh round,
persuaded by friends to battle Lynadmdbegan odds were twelve to oné n K favol, gnd s
trainingat Geor ge Kennet t? s Lynchemergedorthe nexround spitting blood.
On August 29, after another exhibition, Kelly Kelly however began toshow severe signs of
caught asevere coldand claims persisted that fatigue, and &the start of round eightyfive, he
he hadnot fully recovered prior to his contest appeared disoriented At he c¢ arel” dfor“ t i
with Lynch® round eightysix Kellytook two steps fromhis

secmd’'s knee before coll aps

Kell d Lynchputed as” t h :
specimer?syo?nthe yl?;ht\? g? gash t %yl; “?1 aer ,Hewas carriedo the steamboat, and was taken
Clipper, were mathed on September 18, 1856 at shortly after to Bellevue Hm:al_—belng left
the Palisades on the New Jersdyome. Some under false pretense¥. He died shortly

two hundred spectators witnessed the contéét r'ere(:jafteirr]from vr\:i]wat rvr;’ag iefmﬁld 1br$n ?Iott
The Times recorded the event as: one of IS death was mourned not only by he Tistic

severest mills that has eveaken place in the frﬁéerr::tyr/],nbuntthj t\llrvo ?:Jr:??\’v'th whom he lived
American ring® In round six, Kelly landed and anunnamed prostitu

THEY WRESTLED. POWN WENT THE VICTIM

Depictions of the Kelly/Lynch contest. Note, the right image showing Lynch knocking Kelly down—a scene which does not accurately
represent the conclusion of the contest (Sam Andre and Nat Fleischer, A Pictorial History of Boxing, (New Jersey, Citadel Press, 1987), 358).
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A well-publicized trial ensued, and favoredthe winner, but bythe end ofthe first
warrants were issued for the arrest of Lynch and  round, odds favored his opponent ten to one.
the principal seconds (including Barney Aaron). ‘* The St ar wat tbkheoEBedly “s
Fearing arrestAaron fledsouth to New Orleans, scratched” and dominated t
while Lynch promptly left foEnglandwhere he was stopped dér eleven roundsfifteen
immediatelycontinued his prizdighting career minutes® Aaron returned to the northeast
Lynchfought oftenin Englandand by the time shortly after the contest andparred*one of the
of his return to theUnited States in 1860, was Quaker City pugilists for
acknowledged as an English Lightweight Philadelphiabefore being arrested iNew Yok
Champion The death of Kellyprompted the on May 9.5 His sentence was short, as his name
New York Times to reprint accounts of former is soon found inhe sparring circuit.

tragedies in the American prizeéng, and the
police were vigil in their attempts to prevent
subsequent contest$

During a short period in Philadelphia,
Patrick Brannigan openighallenged anyonat
his respective weightwhich was promptly

Only three days after the tragedy accepted by Dan Smfth (G
authorities intervened before the start of a Smithhadalready engageth two contests—the

match between Patrick Brannigaand William first against Jim Smitlf The Bel f ast Ba
Mur phy (alias ‘ Mu iSgpoh y  @sultedHro the tiva servingsomea months in

Pond, about sixiles from Bostort? Duringthe prison after police intervention. Upon his
intervention, a member of the police was injured release, Smithfought Youly GCaywood in

by gun fire.About twenty of the spectators were December 1856 an#von the contest after his

taken irto custody to theEast Cambridge Jail opponent committed a fout!

Both Brannigan and Murphy evaded arré$tA

predictably scathin@imes article printed: * | t [ $ The Branigan/Smith contest was held
. S o ' llar which h iginall fi
almost time that prizfighters were put witimn n a cellarwhich had originally been fitteds a

granite wal I’sPublicrperceptiono n %;)egsglgghtmg pit on May 8, 1857 amid the

e . nCe’ of approximately fiftyspectators>®
B frlzeflgrtlng |nNthe northeasWa?nottlceany Slight adjustments tohte London Prize Rules
scheduled, but few occurred. In October, Johnny  "*81¢ Madeas the ring did nomeet standard
Roach was arrested by the Fourth Ward Police specifications. Smitkhcored first blood after he

for hi iicinationin the Kellv/Lvnch test opened a small cut on his
or nis participationin the Ketly/Lynch contest, round three, however Brannigan was the better
and James Hart, who had spent three months

. . . boxer, and Smith ended nearly every round on
recovering from a seereillness,was arresté in

. his knees. In all, appriowately fifteen claims of
early 1857 for assistingin a Massachusetts foulwer e made byin&mffotfo’ s par

52
contest: obtainvi ct or y. Brannigan’' s pa
Prize-fighting in the wake of tragedy and the that Smith repeatedlyviolated the rules by

first Lightweight Championship of America fallingwithout receivinga blow. After the forty

ninth round,another claim of foul was made and

the referee was prsuaded todeclare Smith the

victor.®® Most considered Brannigan wrongfully
disqualified, and Smith was criticized in the

Clipper for his tactics. Brannigan challenged

Smith for a return contesbut the latterevaded,

c |l ai me knays | would not figt for money,

after | had defeat e Jokephm so e
Aitken subsequentlychallenged Brannigan, but

the latter chose to return to New Yowkhere he

BarneyAaron, still evadinguthoritiesin
Louisiana, met his secorapponent, Bill Evans,
nearthe MetairieRace Course in New Orleans on
April 12, 1857 for a purse of $500. Evans had
gained recognition & a prominent fighterand
was Vv ias almabt invincible by the New
Or | eans > sApgroup of.ndarly one
thousand spectators, including twdundred
women, converged for the contest. Evans was

~
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engaged in several exhibitions with Daniel
Kerrigant?

establish an obscure championship lineage.
During my research | located several
contsemporary accountef this contest, but none

By 1857 the popularity ofker r i gan mentioning it as a championship contest

Saloormmade it one of the rost desirable venues
for sparring exhibitions.On July21, Brannigan
sparred Cheek Haresand Edward Touhey
(~18391905) boxed a man namedGallagher.
The main event was an exhibition between Approximately 150 spectatopaid five dollarso

Johnny Lazarus and Young Donnelly, which was ride a Prouence g¢eamer to the site location,
recorded as “one of t hebutthetwdfoughtfos pnie pusse of $1@GThe e v e r
took placé i n t he &’s Daniell i s polite reteived word of the contest, but were
Kerrigan, owner of th&aloon was born in 1843 unsuccessful in finding the precise locatidfor

in New Yorkand received higpublic education the contest Aaron, who displayed lalblack

before attending a Catholic seminéid/ By the ‘“col ors wieighedrapproxincately 1@ r

late 1850sthe 135140pound Kerrigaemerged pounds—some ten pounds lighter tharhis

as a fixture in the prizering—sparring in opponent—who disphyed blue and white
exhibitions and serving as a corner man for  Phillip Perkins, of Boston, served as referee for
severalprizefights. On February 21, 1858he the contest®®

vanqushedHen Winklein New Orleansind, m
January4, 1859, defeated an athlete named

After some deliberation, Providence,
Rhode Island ws chosen as the site for the
September28, 1857 Monaghan/Aaron contest

Monaghan commenced the opening

: ) round withablowtoAar on’ s ri bs, but
Jonesin New Hampshireln August 1860 he was c lé u Vr\]”t er W o ?915}1'@90 nhen ltJ b
victorious over AUStr?nflszt%lood Aegrgrsrf?l?cl?Monagh T"hfoa

contest which lasted nearly threend a half
hours. Hedied on January 26, 1886.

On September 2, 1857Hart and
Monaghan preparedto battle for a third time
near Calf Island in the Boston Harbor, but the
police were successful in interveningCaptain
Tarleton, of the Harbor Police, observed a
steamboat leaving Long Wharf carryisgveral Cries of h'ana kaewaMo'n duge r e
peoplewho had paid two dollargo witness the the battered athlete refusedo quit. By round
contest The steamboats p a svewalegte r s sixty-one, Monaghan lost all power behind his
to Tarleton’s monitor i npunchas,dand Wardn hsimpltvatedefarctieept i o n
of one stop, floatedabout the harbor until opportunity tosend his opponent to the ground
returning home Though no arresta/ere made, Finaly, in the eightieth round, Morg h a n
the police * had t he sat i s f accorheo threw anfthe bBpangd, argl Aaromvas
preserved the public peace and gwented a declared the winner after202 minutes of
fight, and is deserving of credit for his preserving  fighting. At the time, hecontest was the longest
effdrts.” ever recorded in the American prizing®’

in round two, andobtainedthe first knock down

of the contest Atthe end of the third round

Monaghan was bleeding heavily, afy round

sixteen oddsfelheavi ly in Byaron’ s
round fifty-one, the athletes had beendueling

for two hours. @e of Monmghan' s seyes w
completely closed, antthe othervisibly swelling.

h e a

S

Modern  sources including  Nat
Fleischer Bing Record Book, generallycite the
1857 prizefight between John Monaghan and
Barney Aaron as for the Lightveight
Championship of Americal argue this contest
hasbeenncorrectl vy
mid-twentieth centuryscholarsto retroactively

br anhyed

Theparties returned to Bston byeight
o' c | o cAkron inamediatelyproclaimedhe
was open to chllenge any main the world near
114 pounds®® In late October,he left for
Philadephia, and, uponreturning to his home
base af New iYorkyventurednlzatk doh New
Orleans®® AlthoughMonaghan neveattempted
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a return match with Aarn, he continued his Several gloved exhibitions were held, with the

career as a prizéighter for several years On two lightweg ht s engaging in a “@b
November23,1857 he engaged in an exhibition rounddisplay fot he evenéveng® s mai n

with hisrival James Hart at Dudley Hall in Buffalo.

Y. / }
,W“u 42/‘

N
W\

W
SO
TR _\,‘i\\.>.\\

A\

YOUNG BARNEY AARON,

"
(SON OF THE VETERAN BARNEY, ‘‘"IER STAR OF TILE EAST )
‘Young’ Barney Aaron, as depicted in the Clipper shortly after his victory over Monaghan (New York Clipper, 21 November 1857, p. 241).
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Patrick Brannigan’ s st oApproximatelgone thousandspedtatoss

colorful, if not sordid, course.On February6, were in attendance for the Champiship

1858 he sparred with the much older Jack contest, and just before two * c |the athtetes

Adams. Although Adams proved himself the mad e their way i nto t he f
superior  boxer, the  exhibiton was ‘colors were displayed asemerald green. He
overshadowed by t hea ev ewassacgndesby doannynRoadieBuns, and

fight between asmallpit bull and a dog twice its James DorsayAaron revaled ‘colors of green

size Only five days laterBrannigansparred and white checkered, and enterddllowed by

twice at Ker r i g athe dirst dgaihst a Johnny MackeyCon. Fitzgrald, and Thomas
greatly outclassed Fenton, of Manchester, and  Chaffers. Aaron won the coin toss, and forced

the second against Johnny RodthAt around Branniganto face the surd! Louis Beiral, a
four o' c IMarch, Banniggrentered former prizefighter, acted as the referee for the
Ge or g e saBom linl Brosklyn with a man contest’® Brannigan \as approximately ten
named James McCauley. The tassaulteda pounds heavier than his opponeftt.

man named John Clayton, who called upore
George Pell for help. Clayton and Rarbve
Brannigan and/icCauleyout of the bar, but not
bgtfr?re B_rarrmgall(n V%’_is ?t‘ibb?d s;:veralk/tlmes whichheheldontm ne of Bleggamd gan’ s
with -an e pick. e following dagrooklyn o S RéfereéeHeimmwarned Aaron, but

. A . rie
Daily Eagle reported Brannigart' i s salid c}ireoctedtehg athletes to resume the contestn

Branrigan demonstrated his strengthy
throwing Aaron in theopeninground. Aaron
was thrown againin the secom round—after

dangerous®y injured. the third round, Brannigan landedlows to

Branni gan’ swerei tikelyr i eAsar on’ s the atterndelivetedaleft to his
exaggerated,for he was soonengaging in opponent —ganing Hiestebkood by
sparring exhibitionsthreeatKeri gan’ s Ha“lrffemmvi ng t he bark of a r e
May31.”® Between Augusand September 1857, This round, again, ended with Aarothrown.
Brannigan and Aarohad agreed to battle for a Aaron was again cautioned for a foul in round
purse of $500, but negotiatiorfsll through’* By four, and while both felin the fifth round, the
the timethe two finally meton October18,1858 following three rounds ended with Aaron dine
at Point Abinonear Fort Erie, Ontario for $200, ground. Rand ninefavored Aaron, who hbcked
expectations of the contest were high, attie an attack from Brannigamefore landing a dal
affair was recognizedas for the Lightweight righttohi s opponernrnrouadteni bcage
Championship of America. The Clipper after a struggle Aaron once more illegally seized
excl ai med: “Ther e i s e vteerleg of Branmigan. nA pleato therrdferee was a t e
that the fight will prove an excellent one, as the made by Br amis) ang the teferees e ¢
marly character of both me and their great Beiraldec!| ared it "—prodlagnmmg pabl e

scientific knowledge of boxing are well known. Brannigan the victoand Champion.American

We would strongly advise our sporting friendsto  Fistiana recorded the contest lastedonly
embrace the opportuffitythideennsnatesi®ng t hi s fight ..
Brannigan began his training &Villiamsburg,

Long Island under the supervision of Hen Wénkl

and concluded it at Burt §ct t ' s Hot el

Ffﬁ;aéo' nﬁarronthconsvltl?nhe;dl hlmselfflnThLor?]g opponent®®  No doubt frustrated Aaron
sa unae € walchiul €eye 0 omas promptly issued a challengeto Brannigan

Chaffers and Dan Kerrigan, and finished his Tentative agr ents were mader a purse

I—Irt i ntI : ?h Ca t di I\gr drtl?-;f)ro Seoryi t Between®$50 5\1& %1,000h0wever, a date
otel—ust over the Canadian bordef. could notbe agreed uporand the two never

fought agairf> Both Aaron and Brannigan

10

Friends and spectators were bewildered
by Aar on’ s ttledlppecspeculatech d
Young nlfat%éy had underestimated his
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engaged in several exhibitions during 1860t
neither signed for a formal prize matéh.

partieshurled stonesandwere eventudly taken
into police custodywhere theywere released
shortly thereafter. The Brooklyn Daily Eagle

The later exploits of Hart, Monaghan, . . .
. provides an interesting commentary orthe
Brannigan, and Aaron .
event: Perhaps the most C
By 1858 James Hartbeganto suffer this item is that the <cha
from the heart disease pericarditis, and his Wei ght s” should be all owe:«

presence in the prizeing faded. He briefly
moved to St. Louis, but soon returnetb his

home ofBoston A benefiexhibit was scheduled
for him on February 251859, buthe died eight
days earlier onFebruaryl7. He was twenty

eight years old-eavingbehind a wife and two
children His death wasfficially recorded in the

ignominy of attending the sewerslo what base
uses may we come at last, if muscléoive thus
ignofed?”

Branniganappears to have made no
attempt to defend his Lightweight crown, and his
recognition as Champion soon Ifelut of favor

Boston obitarieswhere he wagegisteredas a
labor worker. He was bwil in Cambridge,
Massachusetts andaid to rest by several
members of thefistic fratemity.3*

OnJune4, 1881 thePolice Gazette recordal that
hewasliving in Sacramento, Califorariavorking
as a wealthy‘pound-master and periodically
serving as doxingreferee. At some pointhe

engaged in a contest with Doony Hards a

barge along the Sacramento River, but police

were successful in interveninglis demise came

on March 8, 1892 when George* Bi g Neck?”
Smith, a potician, shot and killed Brannigan

after the two had a drunken dispute earlierthe

day. Brannigan was married with five children,

and had beenworking for contractors at City

Hall. Smith, himself, was found innocent after a

long trial®*

Between 1860 and 1861 Irish born
Owney Geoghegan(18401885) issued a
challenge to both John Moghan and Patrick
Brannigan, and modern sources generally

The Clipper recorded that in November acknowledgehis victoryover Edward Touhey on
1864 Murtha Downey and his ganaftackeda April 18, 1861 as for the Lightweight
drunk Monayhan Downey and Monghanfirst Championship of America  Geo@egan,
fought outside, but after Monghanproved too however, retired in 1863, anid was not until
much f or Do wngang,attatkbde | 21866 thata clear lineage is restoredarney
robbing Monaghan of an expensive gold watch.  Aaron, who had emerged fronetirement in the
Downey was arrested shortly aftét. The last 1860s, lost a bid for the Lightweight
referenceto Monaghanis his attendance ina Championship against Sam Colly&8421904)
failed prize fight betveen Joe Goss anBaddy in 1866, but claimed the title by defeating Collyer
Ryan onMay 29,1880 Hs later whereabouts, the following year. While he relinquished his
and death, remain unknowff. claim of Champion shortly after,Aaron
continued to be activen the prizering until a
very late age. Hevastaken to a sanitarium in
Long Islandaround B06, and s death was
officially recorded by thevew York Times on
June 4, 1907 where he was said to have left

Agreements weg initially made for John
Monaghan to battle Johnny Roberts in
December 1858, howevemegotiations fell
through, and Mon@han claimeda fifty dollar
forfeit.®> It was not until July 19, 1860 that
Monaghan again entered the riyin New York in
an -hahnhtl magainsthHarry Mclia of
Philadelphia Monaghanwon the fierce eighty
round/195 minute contest®® He served as a
second in numerous contests in the early 1860s,
and alsoengaged in adraw with 128 pound
St eve O Htdetaileof the, contest are
lacking.

In August 1860Patrick Branngian was
detained for throwingstones at a boyand his
pigs. The Champion wasvorking in a sewer
when he and his cavorker were allegedly
peppered with stones frorthe youngboy. Both

11
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behind a wife and two daughtefd. Aaron was sport cannot be overstated. Newspaper
elected into the International Boxing Hall of coverage, specifically the&vew York Clipper,
Fame in 2007. elevated prestige for the spgrwhich, in turn,

established a more unifed, regulated, and
international prizefighting discipline to the
American pizeffighters of the 1860s United States.
fought under a much moreacknowledged
banner. Patrick Brannigan, James Hart, John
Monaghan, Barney Aaron, and the other athletes
mentioned, could not have been conscious of
the role they would play in solidifying the
discipline of lightweight prizefighting. These
athletes,and the practices discussed within this
article, illustrate not only the evolution of
American boxing but also broader social
issues—such as miehineteenth  century
pastimes, labor wages, and idealization§ o
masculinity. Finally, the means by which printed
media shaped public perceptions of this illegal

Concluding remarks

Despite beinghe most comprehensive
article prepared on the subject, | acknowledge
further research is still needed. hére are
numerous athletes whoyregretfully, 1 lacked
space to includavithin the scope of this article.
I sincerely hopemore information will be
uncovered by way of newspapers,official
ledgers or family correspondencelf this article
fosters renewed interest in thesarizefighters
and brings forward new information, I will
considerthis articlean overwhelming success.
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